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We use an index of hurricane damages generated from a wind field model and tropical cyclone best track data in conjunction with detailed information on disaster relief funds from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) to assess the role that international financial aid flows have played in helping to cope with damages due to hurricane strikes in the Caribbean since the early 19990s.  In particular, we assess empirically the determinants of the amount of aid and its composition and changes thereof over time with regard to country characteristics, the severity of the hurricane strike, previous history of strikes, amongst others.  Our analysis is intended to provide important insights into the efficiency of the role of multilateral and bilateral organizations in helping the Caribbean region to cope with natural disasters.      

